
Lesson 47 at StudyRomans.org

Romans 4:20-21, Continued

Romans4:20-21—Nodistrustmadehimwaver concern-
ing the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith
as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was
able to do what he had promised.

Last week we looked at a big potential difficulty about verses 20-21.
Andwe saw that difficultywhenwe comparedwhat Paul tells us here
with what we read in Genesis. On the surface there seems to be a
disconnect between Paul’s description of Abraham’s faith and what
we read about Abraham in Genesis.

But after investigating that issue, andafter lookingatwhat James tells
us in James 1 and James 4, we saw that what looked like a difficulty on
the surface was actually a great encouragement. Why? Because the
lesson we learn from Abraham’s faith is that we can have questions
and doubts, and yet still have the faith of Abraham!

If God could say that Abrahamdid notwaver concerning the promise
of God and was fully convinced that God is able to do what he has
promised, then the same can be true aboutme. Yes, I sometimes have
questions, I sometimes have doubts, and I sometimes try to takemat-
ters into my own hands. And do you knowwhat? All of that was also
true about Abraham, the man of faith!

As with Abraham, everything about us and everything in us must be
focused on and directed toward God. Yes, Abraham had questions
and doubts, but Abraham never walked away from God. Abraham
never turned his back on God.
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And lookathowGod responded toAbraham’sdoubts andquestions in
Genesis 15. We do not see a rebuke, but insteadwe see a reaffirmation
of the promises.

And what did God do after Abraham laughed? God named the
promised son Isaac, meaning “he laughs!” And so every time Abra-
ham called Isaac to dinner, Abraham remembered his laughter and
God’s faithfulness! Don’t we see there the very thing that James told
us—Abrahamwas a friend of God! What we see there is friendship.

Did Abraham doubt? He did, but he walked with God. Did Abraham
have questions? He did, but hewalkedwith God. Did Abraham some-
times have his own plans? He did, but he walked with God. And that
is faith —walking with God, trusting in God, relying on God, believ-
ing God, and obeying God. That is the faith of Abraham. And that
must be our faith as well.

And what happens when we have a faith like that? Paul tells us right
here in verse 20. “But he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God.” That will also happen to us.

As we walk with God, we, too, will grow in our faith as we give glory
toGod. Not glory to ourselves for anythingwehave done, but glory to
God for all that he has done, is doing, and will do. And don’t we sing
about the glory we see in our walk with God?

When wewalk with the Lord
in the light of HisWord
What a glory He sheds on our way!
While we do His good will,
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He abides with us still
And with all who will trust and obey.

That great song is describing the great faith of Abraham. And that
must be our faith as well.

And remember, Abrahamwas 75 years old inGenesis 12 and 100 years
old in Genesis 21. There were 25 years between the promise of Isaac
in Genesis 12 and the birth of Isaac in Genesis 21.

What happened during those 25 years? I think Paul tells us right here.
Abraham grew strong in his faith— that is what happened.

How strong would Abraham have grown in his faith had Isaac been
born in Genesis 12? I think that, as with most things, we grow more
from being challenged and tested than from immediate gratification
and success. That is another example we find from the faith of Abra-
ham. He grew in his faith while he waited for the promised son.

There is a parallel in verse 20 thatwe shouldn’tmiss. Verse 20 tells us
that Abraham “gave glory to God.” Paul used almost the same words
to describe the pagans in Romans 1:21 who did not honor God.

As one commentator describes him, Abraham was the anti-idolater.
Most of thehumanrace at the timeofAbrahamhad turnedaway from
God to instead worship created things and the works of their own
hands, including Abraham’s own family back in Ur (Joshua 24:2). But
not Abraham. Abrahamworshiped God and only God.

And Paul links that worship here to Abraham’s constant walk of faith
— “but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God.”
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If we are double-minded and unstable, we cannot worship God as we
should. If we are filled with chronic distrust, we cannot honor and
glorify God as we should. There is a direct connection between our
lifelong walk of faith and our worship of God, and I think we will see
Paul return to that same theme later in Romans 12.

Romans 4:22

Romans4:22—That iswhyhis faithwas “counted tohim
as righteousness.”

That is why — what is “that”? I think “that” is everything between
this verse 22 and verse 3.

Verse 22 is the bookend to verse 3. They both quote the same verse
— Genesis 15:6. And the verses in between explain what Genesis 15:6
means. TheyexplainwhyAbraham’s faithwas counted tohimas righ-
teousness.

As we have seen, those verses first do that by explaining how it was
not counted to him as righteousness. It was not counted based on
something Abraham did to earn it. It was not counted based on Abra-
ham’s circumcision. And it was not counted based on Abraham’s per-
fect obedience to a law from God.

Those verses then explain how it was counted to Abraham as righ-
teousness. It was counted based on faith. It happened because of
something God did, not because of something Abraham did. Abra-
ham, like us, could not save himself. Abraham’s salvation, like ours,
was a free gift of God’s grace.

4



www.StudyRomans.org

And what sort of faith did Abraham have? Those verses also answer
that question. And the most encouraging thing about that answer is
thatwe can also have the same faith. Abrahamwas not super-human.
He sinned just likewedo. Hehadquestions anddoubts just likewedo.
And yet, Abraham walked in faith with God. Abraham was a friend
of God. Abrahamwas faithful to God unto death.

But does Paul really want us to follow Abraham’s example? Is that
really somethingwe can do? Yes to both questions—and that iswhat
Paul tells us in the next three verses.

Romans 4:23-25

Romans 4:23-25—But thewords “itwas counted to him”
were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also.
It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised
from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up
for our trespasses and raised for our justification.

Let me start with two facts about the Bible.

• Fact #1: The Old Testament cannot be understood apart from
the New Testament.

• Fact #2: The New Testament cannot be understood apart from
the Old Testament.

We can understand parts of each apart from the other, but we cannot
understand all that has been revealed to us in either one apart from
the other. We learnboth of those facts from these verses. Yes, Genesis
15:6waswritten forAbraham’s sake, but Genesis 15:6was alsowritten
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for our sake. To understand all that God has revealed about Genesis
15:6, I must study both the Old Testament and the New Testament.

And that’s not just true about that one verse. Paul will later tell us
that the same is true about the entirety of the Old Testament.

Romans 15:4—Forwhateverwaswritten in formerdays
waswritten for our instruction, that through endurance
and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we
might have hope.

When I read Genesis 15:6 or any other verse in the Old Testament, I
need to study the New Testament if I want to understand everything
that I can about that Old Testament verse. Genesis may explain how
Genesis 15:6 applied to Abraham, but Genesis does not explain how
that verse also applies to me. For that, I need to study Romans 4.

And, likewise, if I want to understand what Paul is telling me here in
Romans 4 about justification by faith, I need to study Genesis 15:6. I
need to study the life of Abraham in the book of Genesis, as we have
done.

And so we have our two facts. And the reverse is also true. If we
want to completely misunderstand the New Testament, then we
should just ignore the Old Testament. Our wish will be granted. And
likewise, if wewant to completelymisunderstand the Old Testament,
then we should just ignore the New Testament. Sadly, many have
taken those two paths, and their resulting confusion is evident.

But was that true even when all we had was the Old Testament? If
so, then thatmeans no one really understood theOld Testament until
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after the New Testament had come. Yes, that is what it means, and
that is true.

Therewere aspects of theOldTestament that couldnot beunderstood
until after Christ came and the mystery of the gospel was revealed. I
think these verses are telling us that, but Peter also tells us that. Peter
says that both the prophets and the angels had questions about what
had been written!

1 Peter 1:10-12 — Concerning this salvation, the
prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to
be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring
what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was
indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ
and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that
they were serving not themselves but you, in the things
that have now been announced to you through those
who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit
sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.

But what about those today who try to live under the Old Testament
even after the New Testament has been given? Paul describes them
elsewhere.

2 Corinthians 3:14-16—But theirmindswere hardened.
For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that
same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ
is it taken away. Yes, to this day wheneverMoses is read
a veil lies over their hearts. But when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is removed.

There is no clearer indication that you have completely misunder-
stood the Old Testament than if you fail to see Jesus in the Old
Testament. Jesus describes such people.
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John 5:39—Yousearch theScriptures becauseyou think
that in themyouhave eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness about me.

Another thing that verses 23-24 tell us is that God’s plan of salvation
has always been based on grace. These verses tell us that 400 years
before the lawofMoses, God’s planwas that salvationwould be some-
thing we were given rather than something we earned. It was never
God’s plan that we would be saved by perfect obedience to a system
of law.

God did not start out with the law ofMoses and then change to some-
thing elsewhenhe saw that no one could keep that law. Weknow that
wasnotwhat happenedbecause ofwhatGod said aboutAbraham400
years before the law of Moses was given.

The purpose of the old lawwas not to save thosewhowere under that
law. The purpose of the old law was instead to be their “guardian un-
til Christ came, in order that [they] might be justified by faith” (Gala-
tians 3:24). Justification was always to be by faith, not by law.

ThatwasalwaysGod’s plan. WhenGodprophesied thedefeat of Satan
in Genesis 3:15, he did not say that Satan would be defeated by the
law—but rather he said that Satanwould be defeated by Christ. And
Paulwill end this letter to theRomansbypointingus back to that very
prophecy in Genesis 3.

Romans 16:20—And theGodof peace shall bruise Satan
under your feet shortly.

8



www.StudyRomans.org

So we know that Genesis 15:6 applies to us, and not just to Abraham.
But how? How does that verse apply to us? Paul answers that ques-
tion in these closing verses of Romans 4. Let’s read his answer again.

It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised
from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for
our trespasses and raised for our justification.

Throughout Romans 4, Paul has been telling us how Abraham is
uniquely positioned with regard to the Jews and the Gentiles. That
uniqueness is why Abraham can be called the father of all who be-
lieve— both the faithful Jews and the faithful Gentiles. That was not
true of everyone, but it was true of Abraham.

But Abraham was not unique in every way. There is another way in
which Abraham is just like us. Abraham was not saved by earning
his salvation. He was not saved by circumcision. He was not saved
by perfect obedience to a system of law. Instead, Abrahamwas saved
by faith. Those things are true of all who are saved— including Abra-
ham, including Paul, and including us.

That iswhat Paul tells us about the faithful people ofGod in these clos-
ing verses, but let’s focus on how Paul describes the faithful people
of God in these verses. We are those who “believe in him who raised
fromthedead JesusourLord,whowasdeliveredup forour trespasses
and raised for our justification.”

Wehave already talked about theword “dead” in that description. We
have seen that sameGreekword several times already in this context
—God gives life to the dead in verse 17; Abrahamwas as good as dead
in verse 19; and Sarah’s womb was dead in verse 19. And then here
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we are reminded that Jesus was dead, but was raised from the dead
by God the Father. In every case, it is God who gives life to the dead.

The resurrection of Christ is the basis for our hope. Paul tells us that
here, but Peter also tells us that same thing.

1 Peter 1:3—Blessedbe theGodandFather of ourLord Je-
sus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead.

And notice the connection there between the resurrection of Christ
and our new birth. Paul will make that same connection later in Ro-
mans 6.

Romans 6:4 — We were buried therefore with him by
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life.

And so what can we say about those today who claim to have faith
in the one who raised Jesus from the dead — but who refuse to obey
God’s command to be baptized for the remission of sins? How can
they claim to trust and rely on God when they refuse to obey God?
Andworse, they convince others to disobey God. That is not faith. In-
stead, that is faithlessness.

Paul closes Romans 4 by telling us two things about Jesus. First, he
tells us that Jesus “was delivered up for our trespasses,” and second,
he tells us that Jesus was “raised for our justification.” Let’s look at
each of those statements.
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Paul tells us that Jesus was delivered up for our trespasses. But who
did that? The verb is passive. Who did the action? Who delivered
Jesus up for our trespasses?

Was it Judas? Matthew 26:15 tells us that he asked the chief priests,
“What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?”

Was it the Jewish leaders? Matthew 27:2 tells us that they delivered
Jesus over to Pilate the governor.

Was it Pilate? Matthew 27:26 tells us that he delivered Jesus to be cru-
cified.

Each of those verses uses the same Greek word that is translated “de-
livered” here in Romans 4:25, and so they each, at least in some way,
delivered Jesus up.

But that is not all that Paul tells us here. Paul does not just say that
Jesus was delivered up. Instead, Paul says that Jesus was delivered
up for our trespasses. Whatever delivery is meant here, it was a de-
livery for a particular purpose. Jesus was delivered up for our tres-
passes.

So let me ask those questions again.

Did Judas deliver Jesus up for our trespasses? No, he did not. He de-
livered Jesus up formoney (Matthew 26:15).

Did the Jewish leaders deliver Jesus up for our trespasses? No, they
did not. They delivered Jesus up for envy (Matthew 27:18).

Did Pilate deliver Jesus up for our trespasses? No, he did not. He de-
livered Jesus up to prevent a riot (Matthew 27:24).
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So who was it then? Who delivered Jesus up for our trespasses? Paul
answers that question later in this same letter.

Romans 8:32 (ASV) — He that spared not his own Son,
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also
with him freely give us all things?

God the Fatherwas the onewhodelivered upGod the Son for our tres-
passes. Andwealso see that fact in theOldTestament. Whenwe stud-
ied thebookofZechariah,we sawaprophecy about this deliveringup
by God.

Zechariah 13:7 — “Awake, O sword, against my shep-
herd, against the man who stands next to me,” declares
the LORD of hosts. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep
will be scattered…”

That prophecy is quoted and clarified inMatthew.

Matthew 26:31—Then Jesus said to them, “You will all
fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will
be scattered.’ ”

“I will strike the shepherd.” That is God the Father talking about God
the Son. God the Father delivered up God the Son for our trespasses.

But we can say more than that. Not only did God the Father deliver
up God the Son for our trespasses, but God the Son delivered up God
the Son for our trespasses. Jesus delivered up himself.

John 10:17-18— For this reason the Father loves me, be-
cause I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own ac-
cord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have author-
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ity to take it up again. This charge I have received from
my Father.

Galatians 1:3-4—Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,who gave himself for
our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, accord-
ing to the will of our God and Father.

1 Timothy 2:5-6—For there is one God, and there is one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the tes-
timony given at the proper time.

Hebrews 9:14 — How much more will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from
dead works to serve the living God.

Hebrews 9:26—But as it is, he has appeared once for all
at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself.

The Handout for Lesson 47 includes additional verses that teach us
this same thing about the death of Christ—Christ sacrificed himself.
No one took his life from him. Jesus laid down his life of his own ac-
cord. Jesus gave himself. Jesus offered himself. The Bible tells us that
over and over again.

But do you know what? Our song book doesn’t tell us that. Our song
book tells us the opposite. Our song book tells us that the Jewish lead-
ers and the Romans were the ones who sacrificed Christ.
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If anyone ever asks you to prove that our song book is not inspired,
please point them to the song Lamb of God by Twila Paris (or, for that
matter, to just about any song written by Twila Paris).

“Your gift of love, they crucified.
They laughed and scorned Him as He died.
The humble King they named a fraud
And sacrificed the Lamb of God.”

If that last line is not false teaching, then nothing is false teaching.
The Jewish leaders did not sacrifice Jesus. The Romans did not sac-
rifice Jesus. Instead, the Bible tells us that they crucified Jesus. The
Bible tells us that they killed Jesus. Killing and crucifying are not the
same as sacrificing.

Acts 2:23—This Jesus, delivered up according to the def-
inite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and
killed by the hands of lawless men.

Acts 2:36—Let all the house of Israel therefore know for
certain thatGodhasmadehimbothLord andChrist, this
Jesus whom you crucified.

Acts 3:15—And you killed the Author of life, whomGod
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.

1 Thessalonians 2:14-15 — For you suffered the same
things from your own countrymen as they did from the
Jews, who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets,
and drove us out, and displease God and oppose all
mankind.

The Jewish leaders killed Jesus. The Jewish leaders did not sacrifice
Jesus. The Romans killed Jesus. The Romans did not sacrifice Jesus.
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Oh, but some might say: “That is just poetic license.” Really? What
poet has been given a license to teach the opposite of what the Bible
teaches about the sacrificial death of Christ? And onwhat basis could
we ever say that false teaching ceases to be false teaching if we make
it rhyme? I think some poets need to have their license revoked!

But some might say: “What does it really matter? It’s just a song,
right?” Wrong. It’s not just a song. It is a song that we are offering
to God in worship. And as for not being important, what is more im-
portant than the sacrificial death of Christ? And what could be more
wrong than to attribute that loving sacrifice to someone other than
Christ?

But somemight say: “I like that song. It has a catchy melody. I like it,
so I plan tokeep singing it despitewhat it says.” Thatdefense explains
why we are surrounded by 1000 different religious groups, each call-
ing itself a church and each teaching something different. That is
what happens when our desires become the standard instead of let-
ting the Bible be the standard.

Others might say: “Butmost of the song is true!” Really? Is that now
our standard? That most of what we teach is true? Do we need to
point out that Satan uses that same standard? I think that most of
what Satan says is true (he certainly quotes the Bible a lot), and yet
he is still the father of lies (John 8:44).

In 1 Corinthians 14:15, Paul says, “I will sing with my mind.” As we
thinkwhenwe teachandaswe thinkwhenwepreach,wealsoneed to
think whenwe sing. We need to think about what we are saying! We
need to sing with our mind, as Paul tells us. God never wants mind-
less worship. Our worship must be in spirit and in truth.
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Imayhave said toomuch, but I figure if others are free to stand in this
pulpit and lead that song, I should be free to stand in this same pulpit
and compare what that song says with what we read in the word of
God.

We have learned a great deal about Abraham in this chapter of Ro-
mans. And one thingweknow is that Abrahamraised the knifewhen
hewas commanded to sacrifice his son, andwe know that God stayed
his hand. ButAbrahamwasnot the only father to raise the knife. God
also raised the knife, and no one stayed his hand.

Jesus “was delivered up for our trespasses.” That is the first thing that
Paul tells us about Jesus inverse 25. Let’s looknext at the second thing
Paul tells us— Jesus was “raised for our justification.”

I think we usually associate our justification more with the death of
Christ thanwe dowith the resurrection of Christ, but Paul does both.
Here we see the connection between our justification and the resur-
rection of Christ, but in the next chapter we will see the connection
between our justification and the death of Christ.

Romans 5:9—Since, therefore,we have now been jus-
tified by his blood,muchmore shall we be saved by him
from the wrath of God.

Absent the death of Christ, we would be lost in our sins. It is only by
the blood of Christ that we can be cleansed of those sins.

But the same is true about the resurrection of Christ. Absent the res-
urrection of Christ, we would all be lost in our sins. Paul tells us that
very plainly.

16



www.StudyRomans.org

1 Corinthians 15:17—And if Christ has not been raised,
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.

But why? If we are cleansed by the blood of Christ, thenwhy not stop
there? Whywas the resurrection of Christ also necessary for our jus-
tification? I think we can answer that question in at least five ways.

First, theresurrection isGod’spublicdeclaration that the sacrifice
was accepted.

When God raised Jesus from the dead, God was announcing to the
world that the sacrifice for sin had been offered and had been ac-
cepted. Absent the resurrection, howwould we know that Jesus was
who he said he was, and that his death accomplished what he said it
would accomplish? We know that because of the resurrection.

Acts 17:31—Because he has fixed a day onwhich hewill
judge theworld in righteousness by amanwhomhe has
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead.

If the tomb was not empty, how would we know that the cross was a
victory rather thanadefeat? Weknowthecrosswasavictorybecause
Jesus did not remain in that tomb. The resurrection of Christ is God’s
verdict on the cross.

Second, sin’s penalty is death—and the resurrection is proof that
the penalty has been paid in full.

Paulwill later tell us that thewages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). And
Peter tells us that Jesus bore our sins in his body on the tree (1 Peter
2:24).
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But if Jesus had remained in the grave, what would that tell us? It
would tell us that death still had a claimonhim—itwould tell us that
sinwas not yet fully dealt with. The resurrection is the proof that the
penalty has been paid in full.

Acts 2:24 — God raised him up, loosing the pangs of
death, because it was not possible for him to be held by
it.

Death could not hold Jesus because death no longer had any claim on
him. And if death has no claim on Christ, then death has no claim on
those who are in Christ.

Third, our justification requires a living Savior, not a dead sacri-
fice.

We are saved, not just by the death of Christ, but by the life of Christ.
Paul will very soon tell us that.

Romans 5:10— For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more,
now thatwe are reconciled, shallwebe savedbyhis life.

Reconciled by his death— saved by his life. That is what we just read.
And how arewe saved by his life? Paul answers that question later as
well.

Romans 8:34—Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the
one who died—more than that, who was raised—who
is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding
for us.

That Jesus livesmeans that Jesus can intercede for us. We also see that
in Hebrews.
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Hebrews 7:25— Consequently, he is able to save to the
uttermost those who draw near to God through him,
since he always lives to make intercession for them.

And, of course, if Jesus were still in that tomb, then we would have
no hope that Jesus would ever return to claim his own and judge the
world. And, likewise, we would have no King of kings and Lord of
lords reigning at the right hand of God. We would have a kingdom
without a king.

Romans 14:9 — For to this end Christ died and lived
again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the
living.

That is why Paul tells us that, absent the resurrection of Christ, our
faith would be vain and we would still be lost in our sins (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:17). “If in this life onlywehave hope inChrist, we are of allmen
most miserable” (1 Corinthians 15:19).

Fourth, faith requires a living object of that faith.

We cannot have faith in someone who is dead. We cannot trust in
someone who is dead. We cannot rely on someone who is dead. We
cannot hope that someone who is dead will do what he has promised
to do. Faith in Christ requires a living Savior.

Galatians 2:20— I have been crucified with Christ. It
is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
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2 Corinthians 5:21—For our sake hemade him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

We live by faith in Christ, Christ lives in us, and it is in Christ that
we become the righteousness of God. That is what those verses just
told us, and none of that would be possible absent the resurrection of
Christ.

Finally, it is the resurrection of Jesus that provides the hope of our
own resurrection.

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 — But in fact Christ has been
raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has
come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his com-
ing those who belong to Christ.

Romans 6:4-5 — We were buried therefore with him
by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
mightwalk innewness of life. For ifwehavebeenunited
with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is central to the gospel. It is the basis
of our hope. Apart from the resurrection our faith is vain and we are
lost in our sins.

Theresurrectionof JesusChristwas thepublic vindicationof all of his
claims. Itwas the visible proof thatGodhad acceptedChrist’s atoning
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work. The resurrection was proof positive that Jesus reigns over the
universe as the eternal King of kings.

Wehave onemorequestion to consider aboutRomans 4. Verse 24 says
that “itwill be counted to us who believe in himwho raised from the
dead Jesus our Lord.” Will be? Haven’t we already been justified by
faith? Why the future tense “will be”?

The best way to answer that question about the end of Romans 4 is to
look at the beginning of Romans 5— so let’s do that!

Chapter 5

Romans 5:1

Romans 5:1—Therefore, sincewe have been justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Verse 24used the future tense “will be,” but verse 1 uses the past tense
“have been.” “We have been justified by faith.” And that past tense
tells us what we already know — justification is a past event and a
present possession of those who have obeyed the gospel of Christ.

Sowhy then didwe see the future tense back in Romans 4:24? “It will
be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus
our Lord.” I think there are at least two reasons.

First, as we saw with Abraham, our justification is a process rather
than a single event. Yes, we are baptized into Christ (Romans 6:4;
Galatians 3:27), but we can fall from grace if we are faithless (Gala-
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tians 5:4). The counting in verse 24 is a continual cleansing by the
blood of Christ for those who are in Christ.

1 John 1:7 — But if we walk in the light, as he is in
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

And second, the counting in verse 24 may be pointing to the final ac-
counting, for both the righteous and the unrighteous, that will hap-
pen on the day of judgment.

2 Corinthians 5:10—For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive
what is due for what he has done in the body, whether
good or evil.

So, yes, there is apast aspect of our justification (we are baptized into
Christ), there is a present aspect of our justification (we are cleansed
of sin as we walk in the light), and there is a future aspect of our jus-
tification (when we hear “well done” from Christ on the final day of
judgment).

That first point about Romans 5 answers our final question about Ro-
mans 4, so let’s now look at the remainder of Romans 5.
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