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Romans 3:8

Romans 3:8—Andwhy not do evil that goodmay come?
— as some people slanderously charge us with saying.
Their condemnation is just.

With verse 8, we have the final objection that Paul deals with in this
brief interlude between verse 2 and verse 9. Here is a paraphrase of
the objections we have seen so far, including this new one here in
verse 8:

“Paul, according to this gospel of yours, God used our sin
as his occasion to bless the entire world with the Mes-
siah. But, if that is true, then how can God condemn us
for that sin? In fact, how can we even be called sinners?
And shouldn’t we just sin more and more so that God
can bless the world more andmore?”

And, again, Paul is not setting up straw-man arguments here. These
were real objectionsmade by real people. Weknow that for sure from
verse 8becausePaul uses thephrase “somepeople.” Butwealsoknow
that real people were making this final objection in verse 8 because
Paul will return to it again in Romans 6.

Romans 6:1-2—What shall we say then? Arewe to con-
tinue in sin that gracemayabound? Bynomeans! How
can we who died to sin still live in it?

And what can we say about this objection to Paul’s message?

We can certainly say that the objection is meritless. Paul proves that
right here, and Paul will prove that again later in chapter six.
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Butwecan saymore than that. This objectionwasnot just false; itwas
also slanderous. This objection did not arise out of a calm academic
discussion — but instead it arose out of a slanderous attack against
the Apostle Paul.

And this slander is not the only such attack. In fact, when we look
at the ministry of Paul, what we find is a constant barrage of slander
and criticism from both inside and outside the church.

How many New Testament passages refer, either directly or indi-
rectly, to the criticism and slander that Paul faced while proclaiming
the gospel? I found 31 such passages, and they are all shown on the
Handout for Lesson 33. Some of these passages describe the criticism
itself, while others describe Paul’s reaction to the criticism or Paul’s
defense of himself.

Andwe should note that over a third of these 31 passages are found in
just two books— the two letters to the church in Corinth, which was
the very city from which Paul was writing this letter to the Romans.
Paul was not only very familiar with criticism, but he was very re-
cently familiar with it.

I think we can learn a lot from Paul’s example when it comes to criti-
cism and slander.

First, I think we can say that it is unavoidable. Some amount of criti-
cismwill be experiencedby everyonewhopurports to teach theword
of God, although thankfully for most of us not to the level experi-
enced by Paul. And Jesus, our perfect example, was also criticized
and slandered — even to the point of the Pharisees attributing his
miracles to Satan. And we know that a servant is not above his mas-
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ter — we should expect the same sort of treatment from the world
when it comes to criticism and slander.

John 15:18-19— If the world hates you, know that it has
hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world,
theworldwould love you as its own; but because you are
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, there-
fore the world hates you.

Second, in responding to criticism, we need to determine whether
the criticism isvalid. Paul alsodidhis fair shareof criticizingdirected
at others— but Paul’s criticismwas always valid. Those criticized by
Paul needed to heed that criticism from the Apostle and not dismiss
it. And we should do the same when the criticismwe receive is valid.
And how do we know whether the criticism is valid? We open God’s
word.

2Timothy 3:16-17—All Scripture is breathedout byGod
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, equipped for every good work.

Third, we need to make sure that criticism and slander do not derail
us from proclaiming theword of God, which is usually the goal of the
critic or the slanderer. They want to shut us up, but we need to make
sure they are not successful in doing that. If we change or soften our
message in response to criticism and slander, then we are not follow-
ing Paul’s example.

Acts 20:27— For I did not shrink from declaring to you
the whole counsel of God.
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Fourth, we need to recognize that criticism can have a good side. Crit-
icism can be a good sign that you are doing something right, depend-
ing on who is doing the criticizing.

Luke 6:26—Woe to you, when all people speak well of
you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets.

And fifth, at least in some cases, we should recognize that criticism
is better than indifference and apathy. Why? Because, at least with
the criticism, people are still thinking about religious issues. People
don’t bother to criticize what they don’t care anything about. At least
with criticism, Christ is still being proclaimed.

Philippians 1:18—What then? Only that in every way,
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed,
and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice.

Moving on, I think we can see something about Paul’s personality
here in verse 8. I think we can see Paul’s biting sense of humor. And,
yes, I thinkwe also see that humor elsewhere, but verse 8 is a perfect
example of it.

Look at that final phrase — “their condemnation is just” — and re-
member that Paul is dictating this letter. We have thewords that Paul
spoke, but we don’t have a record of the manner in which he spoke
those words.

Here, for example, whichword dowe think Paul emphasized? “Their
CONDEMNATION is just?” Or perhaps, “their condemnation is
JUST?” I don’t think it was either of those. Instead, I think it was this:
“THEIR condemnation is just!”
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In other words, I think Paul is saying, let’s assume those critics are
right — that God cannot condemn us for sin, and that we cannot be
called sinners. Even so, when it comes to these slanderers, THEIR
condemnation is still just! Even if they were correct that there was
not another sinner anywhere in the world — they would still be sin-
ners! THEIR condemnation is just! (While the humor in verse 8 is
not quite as biting as Galatians 5:12, I think verse 8 still belongs on
the list!)

Romans 3:9

Romans 3:9—What then? Are we Jews any better off?
No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both
Jews and Greeks, are under sin,

As we said earlier, verse 9 continues Paul’s thought back in verse 2.
Verses 3-8 in betweenwere a brief diversion during which Paul dealt
with objections to his message. We can think of verses 3-8 as being
surrounded by parentheses. Here in verse 9, Paul picks up where he
left off in verse 2.

But beforewe get to themessage of verse 9, let’s look at a textual issue
about verse 9.

I have several copies of the English Standard Version. One of them
was printed in 2001, and here is what I find when I look up Romans
3:9 in that 2001 ESV Bible:

Romans 3:9 (ESV 2001) —What then? Are we Jews any
better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged
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that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under the power of
sin, …

But when I look up the same verse in another copy of the ESV pub-
lished in 2002, here is what I find:

Romans 3:9 (ESV 2002) —What then? Are we Jews any
better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged
that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, …

What’s going on? What caused the text to change in the ESV between
2001 and 2002? Why did it change? And what else changed?

The answer is that, in 2002, the publishers of the ESVmade an unan-
nounced revision to their original 2001 text to correct verses where
they believed “that a mistake had beenmade in translation.”

Romans 3:9 was on that list, and I agree that the 2001 version needed
correction. What Paul said in verse 9 is that they are under sin, not
that they are under the power of sin. The phrase “the power of” is
not in the Greek text. I agree with their change to that verse — and
(if they had asked me) I would have suggested that they make a few
more corrections that were not on their list!

And, in fact, more changes and corrections have been made. In fact,
the ESV has been revised five times since the original 2001 publica-
tion— in 2002, in 2007, in 2011, in 2016, and in 2025.

Were the changes they made all correct changes? We would need to
check each one individually, but it is interesting to note that there
were a few changes that were later changed back, which doesn’t give
me great faith in their process!
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The lesson for us (once again) is that we should use several different
English translations in our study of God’s word — and maybe even
several different editions of the same translation.

Now, back to verse 9, what is Paul saying here? Back in verses 1-2,
Paul told us that the Jews had advantages in every way. And so now
in verse 9, Paul asks the natural follow-up question: Are we Jews any
better off?

The answer is immediate — no, not at all. The answer was not, yes,
but only a little bit — but the answer was no, not at all.

Yes, the Jews had great advantages— and those advantages no doubt
made them better off in some way — otherwise they could not have
been called advantages. But when it comes to making the Jews better
offwith regard to anything thatmatters— the answer is no, not at all.
When it comes to salvation, the Jews are no better off at all than the
Gentiles.

And why is that? Paul answers that question next — “for we have
already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin.”

What havewe been saying all along is the central message of Romans
1-3? That the Jews and the Gentiles are in the same boat. Although
Paul doesn’t use the word “boat,” that central message is precisely
what Paul just said here in verse 9 — “for we have already charged
that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin.”

All, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin. All, both Jews and Greeks,
are in the same boat. All, both Jews and Greeks, have sinned and
fallen short of the glory of God. There is no distinction. There is no
partiality. There is no difference at all.
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Romans 3:9 is the central message of Romans 1-3, although verse 9
is not the only place in Romans 1-3 where Paul tells us that central
message. Paul will say it again in verse 23.

The gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyonewho believes,
both Jew and Greek— and everyone needs that salvation because ev-
eryone has sinned. We are all in the same boat when it comes to sin
and salvation. We all have the same problem, and we all need the
same solution. There is no partiality. There is no distinction. There is
no difference.

That sounds simple — and it is — but it is surprising how many
people forget that simple truth later when they get to Romans 9-11.
Many read those later chapters of Romans and think they see differ-
ent paths to salvation for the Jews and for the Gentiles. But is that
what we see here? No, it is not. We all have the same problem, and
we all need the same solution. “Are we Jews any better off? No, not
at all.”

Paul has now made that point several times in several ways — ex-
plaining and proving each step along the way. And, of course, Paul
was speaking the inspired words of God— not the word of Paul, but
the word of God (1 Corinthians 14:37). And so we might think that
would be enough for Paul — time to move on to the next point after
God has spoken.

But that is not what Paul does. Paul does not just say it and move on
— Paul says it and then proves it from the word of God.

8



www.StudyRomans.org

And we should notice that Paul did that even when he was himself
speaking the word of God! How much more must we always do that
ourselves when we are speaking our ownwords!

We must always support whatever we say with chapter and verse.
Anytime a Bible teacher asks us to take his word for something, we
should do what the Bereans did— examine the Scriptures ourselves
to see if those things are so (Acts 17:11). But hopefully the teacher
has done that same check himself. Any teacher who fails to properly
prepare is walking in a minefield (James 3:1).

Here Paul does that for us—he gives usmany scriptures to prove his
point that we are all under sin.

Romans 3:10a

Romans 3:10a—as it is written:

What is the sourceof authoritywhen it comes toquestionsaboutGod?
Is it the preacher? Is it the teacher? Is it an elder? Is it some member
of our family? Is it some commentary written by the famous brother
so and so? Is it ourselves andwhat we have always thought andwhat
we have always taught? Is it the Holy Spirit somehow speaking to us
or leading us or nudging us or teaching us or guiding us apart from
the written word of God?

No. None of that is our source of authority. Paul gives us the only
source of authority right here— “as it is written.”

If anyone could have gotten awaywith just saying something and not
backing up what he said with chapter and verse, it would have been
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Paul. In fact, what Paul was saying was itself chapter and verse (2 Pe-
ter 3:16)! And it was not Paul who was speaking, but the Holy Spirit
speaking through Paul (Matthew 10:20). But Paul still gives us chap-
ter and verse— as it is written!

And for thosewho claim authority from theHoly Spirit, perhaps they
should note that the Holy Spirit did not speak on his own authority!

John 16:13 — When the Spirit of truth comes, he will
guide you into all the truth, for hewill not speak on his
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak,
and he will declare to you the things that are to come.

It is written! That is the only source of authority for us today. If we
want to prove something about the Bible, the Bible is what we must
use to do that. It is written!

I like what Franklin Campwrote about this issue in the introduction
of his book,TheWorkof theHolySpirit inRedemption. I don’t agreewith
everything in that book, but I certainly agree with this.

The subject of the Holy Spirit is one that I have been in-
terested in fromthe time that I startedpreaching. Oneof
the first errors that I had to meet when I began preach-
ing was the denominational claim that the Holy Spirit
worked directly and apart from the Word of truth. This
is oneof thebasicdoctrines of thedenominationalworld.
The teaching that the Spirit works directly and apart
from the truth strikes at the very foundation of the au-
thority of the Scriptures. This doctrine opens the door
for the claims of all false teachers from JosephSmith and
Oral Roberts to Billy Graham. If one is led directly by the
Spirit apart from the truth, then he does not need the
Bible, nor indeed can he be expected to follow the Bible.
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“This is one of the basic doctrines of the denominational world.” And
yet we sometimes hear that same denominational language in the
church today about being led by the Spirit or guided by the Spirit or
being directed by the Spirit apart from the Bible.

We need to be very clear on this point. We need to present a consis-
tent message when it comes to the work of the Holy Spirit— and our
messagemust be firmly grounded inwhat theword of God teaches us
on that subject.

Paul tells us in 1 Timothy 4:1 that the Spirit speaks expressly — and
we should speak expressly ourselves whenwe speak about the Spirit.
If we are unclear about the role of theHoly Spirit, thenwe should not
be surprised when we see that there is a great deal of confusion in
the church about that subject. We can’t be clear about something we
don’t understand ourselves. We can’t teach what the Bible says if we
don’t knowwhat the Bible says.

Paul tells us in 2Timothy 3:16-17 that theScripturesmakeus complete
and equipped for every good work. Now is that true or is that not
true? Complete and equipped for every good work?

And if that is true, then what does that truth tell us about the notion
that the Holy Spirit is somehow speaking to us or leading us or prod-
ding us apart from the written word of God? Either the Bible makes
us complete or it does not— and Paul says it makes us complete.

Now, let’s look at the evidence that Paul uses from the word of God to
establish his central point in this section of his letter — that we are
all in same boat when it comes to sin.
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Romans 3:10b-12

Romans 3:10b-12— “None is righteous, no, not one; no
one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned
aside; together theyhave becomeworthless; no one does
good, not even one.”

This quotation is found twice in theOldTestament in almost identical
passages from Psalm 14 and Psalm 53:

Psalm 14:1-3 —The fool says in his heart, “There is no
God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds;
there is none who does good. The LORD looks down
from heaven on the children of man, to see if there are
any who understand, who seek after God. They have all
turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there
is none who does good, not even one.

Psalm 53:1-3 —The fool says in his heart, “There is no
God.” They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity;
there is none who does good. God looks down from
heavenon the childrenofman to see if there are anywho
understand, who seek after God. They have all fallen
away; together they have become corrupt; there is none
who does good, not even one.

So, which one of those Psalms is Paul quoting here — Psalm 14 or
Psalm 53?

The short answer is that we don’t know for sure, and it doesn’t really
matter given that the two passages are almost identical. But, as you
know, whenever there is a short answer, there is also always a long
answer to go with it!
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The long answer comes from something very unusual in the Septu-
agint (which, as we recall, is the Greek translation of the Hebrew
Bible from around 250 BC).

The first thing to note about the Septuagint when you are looking at
the Psalms is that the numbering is different. The Septuagint com-
bines a few Psalms into one, and splits a few Psalms into two. The
result is that most of the Psalm numbers in the Septuagint are off by
one, which is the case for Psalm 14 and Psalm 53— in the Septuagint,
Psalm 14 and Psalm 53 are instead Psalm 13 and Psalm 52.

But that isnot theveryunusual thing Ihave inmind. Instead,weneed
to focus onwhat the Septuagint doeswith Psalm 14—and it does a lot
more than just renumber it!

Psalm14:1-3 [Psalm13:1-3 inLXX]—Thefoolish said inhis
heart, “There is no God.” They destroyed and were abhorred
in their practices. There is no one doing goodness; there is not
even one. 2 The Lord looked out from the heavens upon the
sons of humans, to see if there is one who understands or one
who seeks out God. 3 All turned aside together. They became
useless. There is not one doing goodness; there is not even one.
Their throat is an opened grave. With their tongues
they have dealt treacherously with one another. The
poison of asps is under their lips, whosemouth is full
of curses and bitterness. Their feet are quick to pour
out blood. Destruction and misery are in their ways,
and they know not the way of peace. There is no fear
of God before their eyes.

If we compare that translation of Psalm 14 with what we read earlier
from the ESV, we find a very close correspondence through the be-
ginning of verse 3 in the Septuagint. But then the Septuagint inserts
a lengthy block of text that is not found in the ESV text of Psalm 14.
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That is unusual, but it becomes really unusual when we look at what
was added to Psalm 14 in the Septuagint—what was added is almost
identical towhat Paul quotes after Psalm 14 right here inRomans 3:10-
12.

Romans 3:13-18— “Their throat is an open grave; they
use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is un-
der their lips.” 14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bit-
terness.” 15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 in their
paths are ruin and misery, 17 and the way of peace they
have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their
eyes.”

Does the Septuagint do the same thing with Psalm 53? No.That block
of text is found in the Septuagint translation of Psalm 14, but it is not
found in the Septuagint translation of Psalm 53.

This would seem to be a smoking gun. Given that the Septuagint
translation was created around 250 BC, this would seem to answer
our question of what Paul was quoting here in Romans 3. It seems as
if Paul was quoting the Septuagint translation of Psalm 14, including
the large block of text that the Septuagint added to verse 3.

And there would be nothing particularly troublesome with that be-
cause, as we will soon see, all of that added material is found else-
where in the Bible. The Septuagint did not invent the addedmaterial;
it just copied it from other verses in the Bible.

But is thatwhat happened? Is our smoking gun really a smoking gun?
The answer is probably not.

Most scholars believe that the addedmaterial in the Septuagint trans-
lation of Psalm 14 was added, not before, but after Romans was writ-
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ten, andwas, in fact, copied fromRomans 3. As early as the third cen-
tury, Origen identified the added text as not being originally present
in the Septuagint translation of Psalm 14.

I think that view is the better view. I think the extra material in the
Septuagint is downstream of Paul, not upstream. And so that brings
usback to our short answer—wereally don’t knowwhetherPaulwas
quoting Psalm 14 or Psalm 53. He could have had either or even both
in mind given that the quoted portions are so similar.

Let’s turn our attention now to the text of the quotation.

Romans 3:10b-12— “None is righteous, no, not one; no
one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned
aside; together theyhave becomeworthless; no one does
good, not even one.”

We haven’t said much about Calvinism lately, but we must return to
that subject here. Why? Because, as it turns out, this quotation from
the Psalms is used as a proof text by Calvinists.

“No one does good.” The Calvinists say that means just what it says
— no one does good — no one, not ever, nothing good at all at any
time. For example, someone might think that he or she is being kind
to someone else, but that is not true. No one can ever be kind to any-
one else all on their own. It is not possible. Why? Becauseno onedoes
good. No one— not ever.

And if you don’t believe that is what the Calvinists actually teach, let
me quote one directly:
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“Apart from the indwellingHoly Spirit people cannot ex-
hibit this fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). They have no
inner spiritual capacity whereby they can normally and
automatically exercise genuine kindness toward others.
Instead sin causes them to be selfish and self-centered.”

Is that what this Psalm means? Is that what Paul means when he
quotes this Psalm? No. It is not.

And we can prove that simply by identifying someone in the Bible
who was kind to someone else absent any help at all from the Holy
Spirit. There are many such examples, but one example will do —
and we can find such an example in Paul’s trip to Rome.

Acts 28:2—Thenative people showed us unusual kind-
ness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, be-
cause it had begun to rain and was cold.

What’s that? Unusual kindness? How could these native people show
such kindness to Paul if those Calvinists are right when they argue
that no one apart from the indwelling Holy Spirit can ever be kind to
anyone else? The answer, of course, is that those Calvinists are com-
pletely wrong— and Acts 28:2 proves it, as do many other verses.

But I think we can find even stronger evidence than that. I think we
can find evidence showing both that the Calvinists are completely
wrong and alsowhat Paulmeans here in Romans 3. And this stronger
evidence comes from something Jesus said in the Sermon on the
Mount.

Matthew 7:11— If you then, who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will
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your Father who is in heaven give good things to those
who ask him!

Calvin says that we are all evil and incapable of doing anything good
onour own, but Jesus says that evil people cando good things. We just
read it.
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