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ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION
Romans 4:13-16 — For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir 
of the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For 
if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 16
That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guar-
anteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who 
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.

KING JAMES VERSION
Romans 4:13-16 — For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to 
Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For 
if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none 
effect: 15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 
16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure 
to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of 
Abraham; who is the father of us all.

AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION
Romans 4:13-16 — For not through the law was the promise to Abraham or to his seed 
that he should be heir of the world, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if they 
that are of the law are heirs, faith is made void, and the promise is made of none effect: 
15 for the law worketh wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
16 For this cause it is of faith, that it may be according to grace; to the end that the prom-
ise may be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which 
is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.

YOUNG’S LITERAL TRANSLATION
Romans 4:13-16 — For not through law is the promise to Abraham, or to his seed, of his 
being heir of the world, but through the righteousness of faith; 14 for if they who are of 
law are heirs, the faith hath been made void, and the promise hath been made useless; 
15 for the law doth work wrath; for where law is not, neither is transgression. 16 Because 
of this it is of faith, that it may be according to grace, for the promise being sure to all the 
seed, not to that which is of the law only, but also to that which is of the faith of Abraham, 
who is father of us all.
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