ROMANS LESSON 33

Criticism and Slander Against the Apostle Paul

Acts 13:45 — But when the Jews saw the
crowds, they were filled with jealousy and
began to contradict what was spoken by
Paul, reviling him.

Acts 16:20-21 — And when they had
brought them to the magistrates, they said,
“These men are Jews, and they are disturb-
ing our city. They advocate customs that are
not lawful for us as Romans to accept or
practice.”

Acts 17:6-7 — And when they could not
find them, they dragged Jason and some of
the brothers before the city authorities,
shouting, “These men who have turned the
world upside down have come here also,
and Jason has received them, and they are
all acting against the decrees of Caesar, say-
ing that there is another king, Jesus.”

Acts 17:18 — Some of the Epicurean and
Stoic philosophers also conversed with
him. And some said, “What does this bab-
bler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to
be a preacher of foreign divinities”—be-
cause he was preaching Jesus and the res-
urrection.

Acts 18:13 — Saying, “This man is persuad-
ing people to worship God contrary to the
law.”

Acts 21:20-21 — And when they heard it,
they glorified God. And they said to him,
“You see, brother, how many thousands
there are among the Jews of those who have
believed. They are all zealous for the law,
and they have been told about you that you
teach all the Jews who are among the Gen-
tiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to
circumcise their children or walk accord-
ing to our customs.

Acts 21:28 — Crying out, “Men of Israel,
help! This is the man who is teaching ev-
eryone everywhere against the people and
the law and this place. Moreover, he even
brought Greeks into the temple and has de-
filed this holy place.”

Acts 22:22 — Up to this word they listened
to him. Then they raised their voices and
said, “Away with such a fellow from the
earth! For he should not be allowed to live.”

Acts 24:5-6 — For we have found this man
a plague, one who stirs up riots among all
the Jews throughout the world and is a
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. He
even tried to profane the temple, but we
seized him.

Acts 25:7 — When he had arrived, the Jews
who had come down from Jerusalem stood
around him, bringing many and serious

charges against him that they could not
prove.

Romans 3:8 — And why not do evil that
good may come?—as some people slander-
ously charge us with saying. Their condem-
nation is just.

1 Corinthians 4:3-4 — But with me itisa
very small thing that I should be judged by
you or by any human court. In fact, I do not
even judge myself. For I am not aware of
anything against myself, but I am not
thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges
me.

1 Corinthians 9:1-3 — Am I not free? Am I
not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our
Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the
Lord? If to others I am not an apostle, at
least I am to you, for you are the seal of my
apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense
to those who would examine me.

2 Corinthians 1:17 — Was I vacillating
when I wanted to do this? Do I make my
plans according to the flesh, ready to say
“Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time?

2 Corinthians 5:12-13 — We are not com-
mending ourselves to you again but giving
you cause to boast about us, so that you
may be able to answer those who boast
about outward appearance and not about
what is in the heart. For if we are beside
ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our
right mind, it is for you.

2 Corinthians 6:8 — Through honor and
dishonor, through slander and praise. We
are treated as impostors, and yet are true.

2 Corinthians 7:2 — Make room in your
hearts for us. We have wronged no one, we
have corrupted no one, we have taken ad-
vantage of no one.

2 Corinthians 10:1-2 — I, Paul, myself en-
treat you, by the meekness and gentleness
of Christ—I who am humble when face to
face with you, but bold toward you when I
am away!—I beg of you that when I am
present I may not have to show boldness
with such confidence as I count on showing
against some who suspect us of walking ac-
cording to the flesh.

2 Corinthians 10:10 — For they say, “His
letters are weighty and strong, but his bod-
ily presence is weak, and his speech of no
account.”

2 Corinthians 11:5-6 — Indeed, I consider
that I am not in the least inferior to these
super-apostles. Even if I am unskilled in
speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed,
in every way we have made this plain to
you in all things.

2 Corinthians 12:16 — But granting that I
myself did not burden you, I was crafty, you
say, and got the better of you by deceit.

2 Corinthians 13:3 — Since you seek proof
that Christ is speaking in me. He is not
weak in dealing with you, but is powerful
among you.

Galatians 1:20 — In what I am writing to
you, before God, I do not lie!

Galatians 4:16 — Have I then become your
enemy by telling you the truth?

Galatians 5:11 — But if I, brothers, still
preach circumcision, why am I still being
persecuted?

Galatians 6:17 — From now on let no one
cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the
marks of Jesus.

Philippians1:15-17 — Some indeed preach
Christ from envy and rivalry, but others
from good will. The latter do it out of love,
knowing that I am put here for the defense
of the gospel. The former proclaim Christ
out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but
thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.

1 Thessalonians 2:3-6 — For our appeal
does not spring from error or impurity or
any attempt to deceive, but just as we have
been approved by God to be entrusted with
the gospel, so we speak, not to please man,
but to please God who tests our hearts. For
we never came with words of flattery, as
you know, nor with a pretext for greed -
God is witness. Nor did we seek glory from
people, whether from you or from others,
though we could have made demands as
apostles of Christ.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 — Now concerning
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our
being gathered together to him, we ask
you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in
mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spo-
ken word, or a letter seeming to be from us,
to the effect that the day of the Lord has
come.

2 Thessalonians 3:17 — I, Paul, write this
greeting with my own hand. This is the sign
of genuineness in every letter of mine; it is
the way I write.

2 Timothy 4:14-16 — Alexander the cop-
persmith did me great harm; the Lord will
repay him according to his deeds. Beware
of him yourself, for he strongly opposed
our message. At my first defense no one
came to stand by me, but all deserted me.
May it not be charged against them!
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