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ANALYSIS OF 1 CORINTHIANS 
 
 
I.   INTRODUCTION (1:1-9) 
     A.   SALUTATION ( l: 1-3) 
     B.   THANKSGIVING (1:4-9) 
 
II.  IN RESPONSE TO REPORTS (1:10-6:20)  
     A.   A CHURCH DIVIDED--INTERNALLY AND AGAINST PAUL (1: 10-4:20)    
          1.   The Problem--Division over Leaders in the Name of Wisdom (1:10-17) 
          2.   The Gospel--A Contradiction to Wisdom (1:18-2:5) 
               a.   God's folly--a crucified Messiah (1:18-25) 
               b.   God's folly--the Corinthian believers (1:26-31) 
               c.   God's folly--Paul's preaching (2: 1-5) 
          3.   God's Wisdom--Revealed by the Spirit (2:6-16) 
          4.   On Being Spiritual and Divided (3:1-4) 
          5.   Correcting a False View of Church and Ministry (3.5-17) 
               a.   Leaders are merely servants (3:5-9) 
               b.   The church must be built with care (3:10-15) 
               c.   Warning to those who would destroy the church, God's temple in Corinth (3:16-17) 
          6.   Conclusion of the Matter--All Are Christ's (3:18-23) 
          7.   The Corinthians and Their Apostle (4:1-21) 
               a.   On being a servant and being judged (4: 1 -5) 
               b.   The marks of true apostleship (4:6-13) 
               c.   Appeal and exhortation (4: 14-21) 
     B.   IMMORALITY AND LITIGATION: TEST CASES OF THE CRISIS OF AUTHORITY 
 AND GOSPEL (5: 1-6:20) 
          1.   The Case of the Incestuous Man (5:1-13) 
               a.   Paul's judgment--he must be expelled (5: 1-5) 
               b.   Argument by analogy--the passover (5:6-8) 
               c.   Correcting a "misunderstanding." (5 :9- 13) 
          2.   A Case of Litigation (6:1-11) 
               a.   Shame on the church (6: 1-6) 
               b.   Shame on the plaintiff and warning against the wrongdoer (6:7- 11) 
          3.   On Going to the Prostitutes (6:12-20) 
 
III. IN RESPONSE TO THE CORINTHIAN LETTER (7:1-16:12) 
     A.   MARRIAGE AND RELATED MATTERS (7:1-40) 
          1.   To the Married (or Formerly Married)--Stay as You Are (7:1 -16) 
               a.   No abstinence within marriage (7:1-7) 
               b.   Either singleness or marriage for the "unmarried" and widows (7:8-9) 
               c.   No divorce for Christian partners (7:10-11) 
               d.   No divorce for mixed marriages (7: 12-16) 
          2.   The Guiding Principle--Stay as One Was When Called (7:17-24) 
          3.   About the "Virgins" (7:25-40) 
               a.   Singleness is preferable but not required (7:25) 
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               b.   Paul's reasons for singleness (7:29-35) 
               c.   But marriage is no sin (7:36-40) 
     B.   FOOD SACRIFICED TO IDOLS (8:1-11:1) 
          1.   The Basis of Christian Conduct--Love, Not Knowledge (8:1 -13) 
               a.   The way of love and the way of knowledge (8:1-3) 
               b.   The content of the way of knowledge (8:4-6) 
               c.   The criterion--care for a brother (8:7-13) 
          2.   Paul's Apostolic Defense (9:1-27) 
               a.   In defense of his apostleship (9: 1 -2) 
               b.   Paul's apostolic rights (9:3-14) 
               c.   Paul's apostolic restraint (9: 15-18) 
               d.   Paul's apostolic freedom (9:19-23) 
               e.   Exhortation and example (9:24-27) 
          3.   Conclusion--No Going to the Temples (10:1-22) 
               a.   The example of Israel (10:1-5) 
               b.   Application of the example--warning against idolatry (10:6- 13) 
               c.   The prohibition and its basis (10: 14-22) 
          4.   On the Eating of Marketplace Food (10:23-11:1) 
     C.   WOMEN AND MEN IN WORSHIP (11:2-16) 
          1.   An Argument from Culture and Shame (11 :2-6) 
          2.   An Argument from Creation (11 :7-12) 
          3.   An Argument from Propriety (11 :13-16) 
     D.   ABUSE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER (11:17-34) 
          1.The Problem--Abuse of the Poor (11:17-22) 
          2.   The Problem--Abuse of the Lord (11 :23 -26) 
          3.   The Answer--Discern the Body (11:27-32) 
          4.   The Answer--Wait for One Another (11 :33-34) 
     E.   SPIRITUAL Gifts AND SPIRITUAL PEOPLE   (12: 1-14:40) 
          1.   The Criterion--Jesus Is Lord (12 :1 -3) 
          2.   The Need for Diversity (12 :4-31) 
               a.   Diversity in the godhead and the gifts (12:4-11) 
               b.   The body -- diversity in unity (12:12-14) 
               c.   A twofold application of the metaphor (12:15-26) 
               d.   Once more--the fact of diversity (12:27-31) 
          3.   The More Excellent Way (13:1-13) 
               a.   The necessity of love (13:1-3) 
               b.   The character of love (13:4-7) 
               c.   The permanence of love (13:8-13) 
          4.   The Need for Intelligibility in the Assembly (14:1-25) 
               a.   The "greater gift"--prophecy (14:1-5) 
               b.   Analogies that argue for intelligibility (14:6-12) 
               c.   Application to the believing community (14:13-19) 
               d.   Application for the sake of unbelievers (14:20-25) 
          5.   The Ordering of Gifts (14:26-40) 
               a.   The ordering of tongues and prophecy (14:26-33) 
               b.   [The ordering of women (14:34-35)] 



www.ThyWordIsTruth.com 

- 3 - 
www.ThyWordIsTruth.com 

 

               c.   Conclusion -- confrontation and summary (14:36-40) 
     F.   THE RESURRECTION OF BELIEVERS (15:1-58) 
          1.   The Basis--The Resurrection of Christ (15:1-11) 
          2.   The Certainty of Resurrection (15:12-34) 
               a.   If Christ is NOT raised (15:12-19) 
               b.   But Christ IS raised (15:20-28) 
               c.   Ad hominem arguments for resurrection (15:29-34) 
          3.   The Resurrection Body (15:35-49) 
               a.   Analogies of seeds and "bodies" (15:35-44) 
               b.   Application of the analogies (15:45-49) 
          4.   The Assurance of Triumph (15 :50-58) 
     G.   ABOUT THE COLLECTION (16:1-11) 
          1.   Arrangements for the Collection (16:1-4) 
          2.   Travel Plans--Paul's and Timothy's (16:5-11) 
     H.   ABOUT THE COMING OF APOLLOS (16:12) 
 
IV.  CONCLUDING MATTERS (16:13-24) 
     A.   CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS (16:13-18) 
     B.   FINAL GREETINGS (16:19-24) 


